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“The textbook is the center of the 
curriculum and syllabus in most [EFL & ESL] 

classrooms.” (Vellenga 2004)

They are “the main source of input 
presented in classroom settings [...]" 
(Martínez-Flor & Usó-Juan 2010: 424)

”[T]hey DO to a large extent dominate and 
determine so many aspects of a teacher's 
day-to-day professional life. They (more 
often as not) instantiate the curriculum, 

provide the texts, and - to a large extent -
guide the methodology.” (Thornbury 2012)

“[T]extbook English is a useful target corpus 
to use in the study of learner language.” 

(Tono 2004: 51)

Why textbooks?
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Early Textbook Corpus studies: 
Magnus Ljung (1990, 1991)

Textbook Corpus
56 Swedish TEFL 

publications (final 
three years of 

secondary education)

Reference Corpus 
(18 million words)
COBUILD (main + 
reserve corpora)

Top 1,000 
lemmas

Top 1,000 
lemmas
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Early Textbook Corpus studies: 
Dieter Mindt (1987, 1992) 

Reference Corpus
British English
conversation (170,000
tokens)
British English theatre 
plays (184,000 words)

Textbook Corpus 
Two series of five 
secondary school 
textbooks each (Klett & 
Cornelsen)
289,000 tokens
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Corpus-based Textbook English studies
Modal 

Auxilliaries
(MINDT 1995; 

RÖMER, 
2004)

Category 
ambiguous 

words (VINE, 
2013)

Support Verbs
(SINCLAIR & 

RENOUF, 1998)

Future 
Expressions 

(MINDT, 1992)

Indirect Speech 
(BARBIERI & 

ECKHARDT, 2007

Indefinite
Pronouns

(TESCH, 1990)

Present Perfect
(SCHLÜTER, 

2002)

Collocations of 
make and take
(GOUVERNEUR, 

2008)

Lexical Phrases 
(KOPROWSKI, 

2005)

Lexical Bundles 
(BIBER et al., 

2004)

If-sentences 
(RÖMER, 2004b; 

GABRIELATOS, 
2006)

Features of  
Spoken

Grammar
(CULLEN & KUO, 

2007)Phraseology
(MEUNIER & 

GOUVERNEUR, 
2007)

Progressive 
Forms (RÖMER, 

2005)

(cf. Meunier & Gouverneur 2009; Le Foll forthcoming)
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Selecting Textbooks

• Design of sampling frame Corpus 
representa-

tiveness

Corpus sizeCorpus 
balance

(cf. Biber 1993)
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Selecting textbooks: Research question(s)

Target population: 
English language content of all
the textbooks from which all 
lower secondary school students 
in France, Germany and Spain
were learning English as a second 
or foreign language between 
2006 and 2018.

Full target 
population

Sample
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Selecting textbooks: Size and representativeness

➜ Textbook imposed by 
educational authority
➜ Publisher sale figures
➜ Informal survey of publishers
➜ Teachers/students
➜ Bookshops

Secondary school 
students learning English
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Selecting textbooks: Balance

➜ Different publishers
➜ Formats?
➜ Pedagogical approaches?

Secondary school 
students learning English
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Selecting textbooks: Opportunist criteria

1. Availability of the textbooks in
• Text/PDF format
• Other digital formats (flash)
• Print

2. Human resources
3. Financial resources
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Textbooks
France

Hi there!
6e - 2e

Join the
Team
6e - 2e

Piece 
of Cake
6e - 3e

Textbooks
Germany

Green Line
1 - 5

Access
1 - 5

New Green
Line 1 - 5

Textbooks
Spain

Solutions
E. – Int.+

Achievers
A1+ - B2

English
in Mind

S. - 4

Textbook English Corpus
(TEC; Le Foll forthcoming)

Textbook Corpus (TEC)
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Digitalisation: OCR
• Conversion to text files
• Complex OCR (optical character 

recognition) process:
• Many different font types, colours
• Complex page layouts
• Multiple languages

• Automatic clean-up process:
• Special characters, numbers, etc.
• Regular expressions (python, R…)
• SarAnt à

www.laurenceanthony.net/software/s
arant/
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Corpus mark-up: metadata

à Aim for "a level of mark-up which maximizes the utility value of the 
text without incurring unacceptable penalties in the cost and time 
required to capture the data" (Atkins et al. 1992: 9, cf. Hardie 2014).

<doc sign="POC4" series="Piece of cake" 
level="C" publisher="Livre scolaire" 
year="2017" country="France">
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Automatic corpus annotation

• Part-of-Speech (POS) tagging
• Lemmatisation
• Syntactic dependency parsing
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Manual corpus annotation
• TeMa Corpus (Meunier & Gouverneur 2009)  à pedagogical tagging 

for vocabulary exercise subcorpus: 80+ tags for types of activities and 
status of lexical items
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Manual corpus annotation

• TEC (Le Foll forthcoming) à text register
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Textbook Registers
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Manual corpus annotation

• TEC (Le Foll forthcoming) à text register

Low cost annotation solution: Keyboard Maestro

<div type="instructional"> Try to guess 
what each piece of information refers 
to. </div>



Elen Le Foll CC-BY 4.0

Corpus annotation

• Low cost annotation solution: Keyboard Maestro
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Textbooks
France

Hi there!
6e - 2e

Join the
Team
6e - 2e

Piece 
of Cake
6e - 3e

Textbooks
Germany

Green Line
1 - 5

Access
1 - 5

New Green
Line 1 - 5

Textbook
Registers

Personal
Comm.

Poetry &
Songs Fiction

Informative
Texts

Instructio-
nal Spoken

Textbooks
Spain

Solutions
E. – Int.+

Achievers
A1+ - B2

English
in Mind

S. - 4

Textbook English Corpus
(TEC; Le Foll forthcoming)

Textbook Corpus (TEC)
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Target Language
Reference Corpora

Youth
Fiction

Conversation

Informative
Websites
for Teens

Target learner 
language
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Target Language
Reference Corpus

Youth
Fiction

Textbooks
France

Hi there!
6e - 2e

Join the
Team
6e - 2e
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6e - 3e

Textbooks
Germany

Green Line
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Access
1 - 5

New Green
Line 1 - 5

Textbook
Registers

Personal
Communi-

cation

Poetry &
Songs Fiction

Informative
Texts

Words &
Phrases Spoken

Textbook Corpus (TEC)

Textbooks
Spain

Solutions
E. – Int.+

Achievers
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English
in Mind

S. - 4

Conversation Informative
Websites
for Teens
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Collocates of delexical MAKEs
Youth Fiction Reference Textbook Fiction
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Multi-Dimensional Analysis (MDA)
Biber (1988): Variation across speech and writing

Compilation of large corpus representing 
full register varieties

Tag and count broad range of linguistic 
features in all texts

Correlation matrix of 67 features across all 
the texts

Factor analysis to extract max. amount of 
shared variance

Functional interpretation of factors as six 
dimensions of register variation in English
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Dimension 1: Involved vs. Informational Production
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Textbook conversation
Dad: The phone is ringing. I am sure it's mum calling from Auckland.
Jimmy: Hello, mum! How are you?
Mum: Oh I'm fine! What about you? Tell me about your expedition.
Jimmy: It's great! I love it! We've sailed more than 80 miles since 
Portsmouth... The weather has been great so far... I've seen whales and 
dolphins... Mum, they are so beautiful... I've fed huge birds and I've 
caught huge fish....
Mum: And do you help George and Dad on the boat?
Jimmy: Oh sure! I am a real sailor now! I've just finished cleaning the 
deck.

<Join the Team 4e>
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Naturally-occurring conversation

- yes it's it's erm something from the 
greenflies I think rather than it's not the 
tree itself it’s the fact that it's the aphids 
erm producing something
- do you think [THATD] they drink too drink 
too much of this and it makes them ill?
- I think [THATD] they go they go too too 
mad on the on the sap and it just produces 
all this sticky goo
- oh gosh I didn't know <BNC2014 SRWD>
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Preliminary findings from the TEC

➜ “Condensed” register variation in Textbook English

➜ Instructions and explanations (1/3 word count of 
textbook texts) = very distinct register

➜ Poor representation of spontaneous conversation

➜ More accurate representation of fiction

(cf. Le Foll 2018; 2019; 2020; forthcoming)

www.youtube.com/watch?v=sePgPsspVE8
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Issues in Compiling and Exploiting Textbook Corpora

• Potential of corpus-based textbook language studies
• Compiling a textbook corpus

• Sampling frame
• Selection process
• Digitalisation and OCR
• Mark-up and annotation

• Exploiting a textbook corpus
• Register
• Reference corpora
• Text length

• Concluding discussion

Textbooks
France

Hi there!
6e - 2e

Join the
Team
6e - 2e

Piece 
of Cake
6e - 3e

Textbooks
Germany

Green Line
1 - 5

Access
1 - 5

New Green
Line 1 - 4

Textbook Corpus (TEC)

Solutions
E. – Int.+
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• Text retrieval from flash files
• No direct link to actual textbooks 

(and formatting not encoded)
• Text length
• Open access à copyright issues

• Textbook Corpora à representative 
of language input in EFL classroom
• Corpus size, representativeness and 

balance
• Mark-up & annotation
• Reference corpora for comparison

Conclusion
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elefoll@uos.de

@ElenLeFoll

Thank you!
ありがとう
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